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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

The relationship between the recessed portions recited in claim 1 , lines 4 and 6 
is not clearly set forth. The claim does not state that the recessed portion of line 6 is 
part of the other recording tape cartridge of line 7. 

In claim 1, lines 8-9, "the recessed portion" lacks proper antecedent basis since 
two different recessed portions were previously recited. 

The relationship between the stacking ribs recited in claim 1 , lines 5 and 9 is not 
clearly set forth. The claim does not state that the stacking rib of line 9 is part of 
another cartridge. 

It is not clear from claim 1 how the cartridges recited on lines 7 and 10 are 
related. 

In claim 2, line 2, "the pair of stacking ribs" lacks proper antecedent basis. Plural 
pairs of stacking ribs were previously recited. 
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The language of claim 5 appears inaccurate since all of the disclosed protruding 
portions including the protruding portion shown in Fig. 9 has corners. 

In claim 6, lines 1-2, "the stacking rib" lacks proper antecedent basis. 

In claim 7, lines 1-2, "the stacking rib" lacks proper antecedent basis. 

The relationship between the recessed portions recited in claim 9, lines 4 and 6 
is not clearly set forth. The claim does not state that the recessed portion of line 6 is 
part of another tape cartridge. 

In claim 9, line 6, "the recording tape cartridges" lacks antecedent basis. 

In claim 9, line 8, "the recessed portion" lacks proper antecedent basis. Plural 
recessed portions were previously recited. 

The language of claim 12 appears inaccurate since all of the disclosed protruding 
portions including the protruding portion shown in Fig. 9 has corners. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner In which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-5, 8-12, and 15-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Fischer et al (U.S. Pat. No. 5,209.424) in view of Dodt et al (U.S. Pat. 
No. 5,351,159). 
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Fischer et al discloses a recording tape cartridge comprising a case having a 
substantially boxed shape, a recessed portion 64 on an upper surface of the case and 
stacking ribs (col. 3, lines 32-37) on a lower surface of the case. 

Fischer et al does not disclose a protruding portion in the label region that 
surrounds the label region. 

Dodt et al teaches forming a recording tape cartridge comprising a case 101 
having a substantially boxed shape and rotatably accommodating a reel around which a 
recording tape is wound with a recessed portion having a uniform depth formed on an 
upper surface of the case and a protruding portion (raised portion between label regions 
1 12, 1 13) formed in the recessed portion and defining a label region. Dodt et al also 
teaches providing several label regions (e.g., 112, 113, 115). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the recording tape cartridge of Fischer et al with an 
extended recessed portion and a protruding portion formed in the recessed portion that 
defines an additional label region as taught by Dodt et al to provide an additional label 
receiving area. It would have been obvious to form the protruding portion to surround a 
label region so as to divide the recessed portion into several label regions to 
accommodate uses requiring a number of separate labels since it would have been 
obvious from the teachings of Dodt et al that the recessed portion could be divided into 
numerous label regions by choosing a protruding portion of the appropriate shape and 
Dodt et al suggests the desirability of providing several label regions. With regard to 
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claims 3, 5, 10, and 12, a protruding portion that defines a label region is seen to have a 
frame shape. 

With regard to claims 4 and 1 1 , the protruding portion taught by Dodt et al is 
formed of a plurality of integral protruding members. It is noted that all embodiments 
disclosed by Applicant have integral protruding members. 

With regard to claims 5 and 12, it would have been a matter of obvious design 
choice to make the protruding shape formed by the protruding portion without corners. 

With regard to claim 9, any location of the protruding portion is formed between a 
pair of stacking ribs of another cartridge having the appropriate dimensions and position 
relative to the cartridge. The claim does not specify the structure of the cartridge of line 
10 or the relative orientation of the cartridges when stacked. In addition, any position at 
which the protruding portion of the modified cartridge of Fischer et al is formed cartridge 
taught by Dodt et al can be arranged between stacking ribs of another identical 
cartridge when the other cartridge is stacked on it in the appropriate orientation. 

With regard to claim 16, any position at which the protruding portion of the 
modified cartridge of Fischer et al is formed cartridge taught by Dodt et al can be 
arranged between stacking ribs of another identical cartridge when the other cartridge is 
stacked on it in the appropriate orientation. 
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Claims 6, 7, 13, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Fischer et al in view of Dodt et al as applied to claims 1 and 9 above, 
and further in view of Morita et al (U.S. Pat. No. 6,717,771). 

Fischer et al does not disclose that the stacking ribs have a surface that is 
chamfered. 

Morita et al teaches providing stacking ribs of a tape cartridge with rounded or 
chamfered surfaces (col. 12, lines 36-39; Figs. 8A, 8B). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the stacking ribs of Fischer et al with chamfered surfaces 
all around as taught by Morita et al to facilitate stacking, eliminate sharp or easily 
damages edges, and facilitate molding of the cartridge case. 

With regard to claims 7 and 14, Morita et al appears to teach stacking ribs having 
a chamfered surface with a circular arc cross section. In any case, it would have been 
obvious to provide the chamfered surfaces with cross sections in the form of circular 
arcs since this is an old and well known manner in which to make rounded edges. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Sugiyama et al (U.S. Pat. No. 4,801 ,035) is cited to show a case 
having a label region defined by a protruding portion which may take various shapes. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 10/1 1/05 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argues that the protruding portion 64 of the Fischer et a! cartridge does 
not substantially surround a label region on which a label is adhered. However, Dodt et 
al teaches providing a protruding portion that defines a label region. It would have been 
obvious to an ordinary artisan to form protruding portions within the recessed portion 
and surrounding a label region to allow for attachment of additional labels since Dodt et 
al suggests the desirability of providing several label regions. 

Applicant argues that Fischer et al does not disclose a plurality of protruding 
members as recited in claims 4 and 1 1 . However, the protruding portion 64 of the 
cartridge of Fischer et al as well as the protruding portion taught by Dodt et al are 
inherently formed of a plurality of integral protruding members. It is noted that the 
protruding members of Applicant's cartridge are portions of an integral unit. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Scott Haugland whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6945. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kathy Matecki can be reached on (571) 272-6951. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://palr-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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